
 Blue Trails  



 

 A blue trail (also known as blueway or water trail) is a dedicated 

stretch of river that enjoys special clean water safeguards and is a destination 

for fishing, boating and other recreation. Just as hiking trails are designed to 

help people explore the land, blue trails help people discover rivers. Blue 

trails provide a fun, exciting way to get kids outdoors, connect communities 

to treasured landscapes, and are economic drivers benefiting local businesses 

and quality of life.      American Rivers 

Blue Trails  
Protecting watersheds,  

connecting communities 



Why a Blue Trail? 

O Enhance local economies 

O Protect the environment 

O Promote healthy living 

O Preserve history and community identity 

O Reconnect people and places 

 



MRWC Mission 
MRWC’s mission is to protect and enhance the health of the 
Millers River and its watershed for the long-term benefit of 

its human and non-human residents.  
 

 We pursue this goal by: 

   educating residents and local officials on watershed issues and 
 encouraging them to be advocates for the watershed;  

  involving people in monitoring and other stewardship activities; and 

  collaborating with municipalities, state agencies and other 
 organizations on issues affecting watershed health, such as  public 
access, stormwater management, drinking water protection, and  

 land-use/development. 

 



Project Features 

O 1. Develop water trails on the Millers & Otter Rivers     

O 2. Conduct trail surveys, map out trail features 

 Natural & Historic, recreation etc… 

O 3. Prepare trail infrastructure 

O 4. Hold trail work-parties 

O 5. Trail Day Celebration! 

O 6. Print a trail map/guide 

O 7. Establish and implement long term water quality 

monitoring program 

O 8. Long term stewardship teams/open space protection 

O 9. Enjoy the rivers! 



Goals of this Initiative 
 This initiative seeks to bring people onto the rivers for 

recreational enjoyment and to foster greater awareness of 
the rivers’ special values. 

 

 Through this awareness, MRWC seeks to have people step 
up and embrace the stewardship efforts necessary to care 
for, preserve and renew the rivers’ natural resources. 

 

 This project is meant to encourage appreciation of these 
river segments, and to begin a broader effort for the entire 
watershed. 



Get people engaged! 



1. Hold information and discussion meetings with  interested 
people and groups.         Form initial Trail Team. 

 

2. Identify trail corridors, existing infrastructure/resources, local 
knowledge, information gaps, needed resources and funds 
(implement search to meet needs), ID open space needs 

 

3. Schedule field work, surveys, service days, trail celebration day 

 

4. Inform broader public of project efforts, invite participation and 
support (individuals and businesses) 

 

5. Establish stewardship teams 

 

6. Get out on the water and make this happen! 
 
 
 



Millers River Watershed 



Target areas 
Millers 

 Phase 1: Orange/Athol 
 segment 

 Use new parks as anchors 
 Other access points? 
 Survey unique areas 
 Trail map  (@ kiosks) 
 Trail name?    Logo? 
 Monitor bacteria along 

 corridor 
 Adopters?  Stewardship. 

Otter 
 River needs TLC 
 Multiple trail segments 
 Identify access points 
 Survey unique areas 
 Make trail map 
 Monitor bacteria/clarity 
 Adopters? 
 Logo?  Contest? 

 



Millers River Blue Trail 



Millers Blue Trail  
birds-eye-view 



A trail has an identity people can adopt & care for. 
 
Documenting the trail creates a baseline and let’s 
people know special features to visit on their outings. 
 
Stewardship teams ensure long term care for the 
resource.  
 
Monitoring water quality let’s people know the water 
is healthy. 

Why a Trail? 



The why 



It’s a great place! 



River History 



 
MRWC 

Millers River 
Watershed Council, Inc. 

100 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331 
ph 978-248-9491 

Email council@millersriver.net 
 

Millers River Blue Trail 
Just as hiking trails are designed to help people explore the land,  

Blue Trails help people discover rivers! 

LOGO Contest 
The Trail needs a logo for the community and visitors to identify with  

and you can help design the logo! 

 

Guidelines: 

1. Needs to fit in either of the following shapes:                              

 

2. Must say Millers River Blue Trail (font choice is yours) 

 

3. Logo should present or depict a trail motif 

 

4. Other natural or historical motifs can be presented 

 

5. Design needs to be simple, easy to craft into signage or put on 

brochures (small size) 

 

6. All entries become property of MRWC 

 

Entries must be submitted to MRWC by June 1, 2011. 

Entries can be submitted digitally or by postal mail (scanable quality) 

MRWC will present the chosen logo at the July 23 Trail Day event. 

 The creator of the chosen logo will be recognized. 

 

Questions: call 978-248-9491 or watershed_Americorps@mountgrace.org 

Good luck & good river running! 

  



Making it happen! 



Trail stuff: 







Getting out… 



Eco-tourism potential 

The possibilities are many! 



Stewardship 





 
MRWC 

Millers River 
Watershed Council, Inc. 

978-248-9491 
council@millersriver.net 

 

 “Adopt a Sample” 

 

HELP us monit or  t he Millers and Ot ter  Rivers in 2 0 1 1 . 

Your  $2 5  donat ion covers a sample of the River   
A Tax deduct ible cont r ibut ion 

MRWC will sample for  bacter ia to test  the health of the r iver  and 

check it s water  qualit y “contact  standard” for  recreat ion. 

We plan to sample this summer, May to September, and need  

1 0 0 + donors to make this work! 

Support  water  test ing &  own a piece of this monitor ing program! 

Send donat ion to: 

Millers River 
Watershed Council, Inc. 

100 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331 

Note: “Buy a Sample” 

All donors will be acknowledged in the final monitor ing report  this fall. 

THANK YOU! 



The Future….. 



 Thank you! 


